
SEPTEMBER 17, 2003 
BRONX HEARING (VISN 3) 

WITNESS LIST 
1:00 pm 

 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE – MR. RICHARD O’KEEFE, PAST NEW YORK STATE COMMANDER, 
THE AMERICAN LEGION 

 
OPENING REMARKS – CHAIRMAN ALVAREZ 
    HEARING CHAIRMAN BATTAGLIA  

 
 
PANEL #1  
 
James J. Farsetta, VISN 3 Network Director, accompanied by:  

MaryAnn Musumeci, Director, VAMC, Bronx, NY;  
John J. Donnellan, Jr., Director, VA New York Harbor Healthcare System; 
Michael Sabo, Director, VA Hudson Valley Healthcare System; 
Robert S. Schuster, Director VA Medical Center, Northport, NY; 
Kenneth Mizrach, Director, VA New Jersey Healthcare System 

 
PANEL #2 
 
Ben Spadaro, Hudson Valley Veterans Coalition 
John Del Colle, Eastern Paralyzed Veterans Association 
Paul Wekenmann, Disabled American Veterans 
Benjamin Weisbroth, State of New York, Veterans Affairs Division 
R. Mike Suter, The American Legion 
John Rowan, Vietnam Veterans of America 
Murray Runin, Jewish War Veterans 
Craig Strauss, Paralyzed Veterans Association 
 Dennis O’Connell, Blinded Veterans Association 
Carl Rohde, Veterans of Foreign Wars 
 
PANEL #3  
 
Barry D. Stimmel, M.D., Professor of Medicine, Mount Sinai Medical School 
Eugene Feigelson, MD, Dean, College of Medicine, SUNY Downstate Medical Center 
Robert Glickman, MD, Dean, New York University School of Medicine 
 



PANEL #4 
Ena Thompson-Judd, President, AFGE Local 1988 (NY Harbor HCS)  
Cheryl Jones, President, AFGE Local 862  (NY Harbor HCS) 
Kevin Flanagan, President, AFGE Local 2245 (Hudson Valley HCS) 
Catherine A. Benjamin-Bovell, NYSNA Representative (NY Harbor HCS) 
Martha Cureton-Childs, NYSNA Representative (NY Harbor HCS) 
George Davis, President, AFGE Local 1119 (Hudson Valley HCS) 
Richard Adams, President, AfGE Local 1168 (VAMC Bronx) 
Kevin Konco, President, AFGE 2440 (Montrose HV HCS) 
 
PANEL #5  
 
Michael Tobman, representing Senator Charles Schumer 
Karen Persichilli Keogh, representing Senator Hillary Rodham Clinton 
Al Beckett for Congressman Charles B. Rangel 
Osei Mevs, representing Congresswoman Nita M. Lowey 
Minna Elias, representing Congresswoman Carolyn B. Maloney 
Statement from the Coalition of New York Elected Officials in Support of the Manhattan VA 
Hospital 


